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duty, an ownership title to the vehicle 
good for export only; or 

(2)(i) Is a member of the armed forces 
of a foreign country on assignment in 
the United States; 

(ii) Is importing the vehicle on a 
temporary basis, and for the personal 
use of the importer; 

(iii) Will not sell the vehicle to any 
person in the United States, other than 
to a person eligible to import a vehicle 
under this subsection; and 

(iv) Will export the vehicle upon de-
parting the United States at the con-
clusion of a tour of duty. 

(i)(1) The vehicle is 25 or more years 
old. 

(2) The equipment item was manufac-
tured on a date when no applicable 
safety or theft prevention standard was 
in effect. 

(j)(1) The vehicle or equipment item 
does not conform with all applicable 
Federal motor vehicle safety and 
bumper standards, but is being im-
ported solely for the purpose of: 

(i) Research; 
(ii) Investigations; 
(iii) Show or display; 
(iv) Demonstrations or training; or 
(v) Competitive racing events; 
(2)(i) The importer has received writ-

ten permission from NHTSA; or 
(ii) The importer is an original manu-

facturer of motor vehicles (or a wholly 
owned subsidiary thereof) that are cer-
tified to comply with all applicable 
Federal motor vehicle safety stand-
ards; and 

(3) The importer will provide the Ad-
ministrator with documentary proof of 
export or destruction not later than 30 
days following the end of the period for 
which the vehicle has been admitted 
into the United States. 

(k) The equipment item is subject to 
the theft prevention standard, and is 
marked in accordance with the require-
ments of part 541 of this chapter. 

(l) The vehicle does not conform to 
all applicable Federal Motor Vehicle 
Safety and Bumper Standards (but does 
conform to applicable Federal Theft 
Prevention Standards) but the im-
porter is eligible to import it because: 

(1) The importer has registered with 
NHTSA pursuant to part 592 of this 
chapter, and such registration has not 
been revoked or suspended; 

(2) The importer has informed 
NHTSA in writing that (s)he intends to 
submit, or has already submitted, a pe-
tition requesting that NHTSA deter-
mine whether the vehicle is eligible for 
importation; and 

(3) The importer has: 
(i) Submitted to the Administrator a 

letter requesting permission to import 
the vehicle for the purpose of preparing 
an import eligibility petition; and 

(ii) Received written permission from 
the Administrator to import the vehi-
cle. 

[54 FR 40078, Sept. 29, 1989, as amended at 55 
FR 3747, Feb. 5, 1990; 55 FR 11378, Mar. 28, 
1990; 55 FR 17439, Apr. 25, 1990; 57 FR 2047, 
Jan. 17, 1992; 57 FR 44703, Sept. 29, 1992; 59 FR 
31560, June 20, 1994; 64 FR 37882, July 14, 1999; 
69 FR 52092, Aug. 24, 2004; 76 FR 53078, Aug. 
25, 2011] 

§ 591.6 Documents accompanying dec-
larations. 

Declarations of eligibility for impor-
tation made pursuant to § 591.5 must be 
accompanied by the following certifi-
cation and documents, where applica-
ble. 

(a) A declaration made pursuant to 
§ 591.5(a) shall be accompanied by a 
statement substantiating that the ve-
hicle was not manufactured for use on 
the public roads, or that the equipment 
item was not manufactured for use on 
a motor vehicle or is not an item of 
motor vehicle equipment. 

(b) A declaration made pursuant to 
§ 591.5(e) shall be accompanied by: 

(1) (For a motor vehicle) a document 
meeting the requirements of § 568.4 of 
part 568 of this chapter. 

(2) (For an item of motor vehicle 
equipment) a written statement issued 
by the manufacturer of the equipment 
item which states the applicable Fed-
eral motor vehicle safety standard(s) 
with which the equipment item is not 
in compliance, and which describes the 
further manufacturing required for the 
equipment item to perform its in-
tended function. 

(c) A declaration made pursuant to 
paragraph (f) of § 591.5, and under a 
bond for the entry of a single vehicle, 
shall be accompanied by a bond in the 
form shown in appendix A to this part, 
in an amount equal to 150% of the duti-
able value of the vehicle, or, if under 
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bond for the entry of more than one ve-
hicle, shall be accompanied by a bond 
in the form shown in appendix B to this 
part and by Customs Form CF 7501, for 
the conformance of the vehicle(s) with 
all applicable Federal motor vehicle 
safety and bumper standards, or, if 
conformance is not achieved, for the 
delivery of such vehicles to the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security for export 
at no cost to the United Sates, or for 
its abandonment. 

(d) A declaration made pursuant to 
§ 591.5(f) by an importer who is not a 
Registered Importer shall be accom-
panied by a copy of the contract or 
other agreement that the importer has 
with a Registered Importer to bring 
the vehicle into conformance with all 
applicable Federal motor vehicle safety 
standards. 

(e) A declaration made pursuant to 
§ 591.5(h) shall be accompanied by a 
copy of the importer’s official orders, 
or, if a qualifying member of the per-
sonnel of a foreign government on as-
signment in the United States, the 
name of the embassy to which the im-
porter is accredited. 

(f) A declaration made pursuant to 
§ 591.5(j) shall be accompanied by the 
following documentation: 

(1) A declaration made pursuant to 
§ 591.5(j)(1)(i), (ii), (iv), or (v) and 
(j)(2)(i) shall be accompanied by a let-
ter from the Administrator authorizing 
importation pursuant to § 591.5(j)(1)(i), 
(ii), (iv), or (v) and (j)(2)(i). Any person 
seeking to import a motor vehicle or 
motor vehicle equipment pursuant to 
these sections shall submit, in advance 
of such importation, a written request 
to the Administrator containing a full 
and complete statement identifying 
the vehicle or equipment, its make, 
model, model year or date of manufac-
ture, VIN if a motor vehicle, and the 
specific purpose(s) of importation. The 
discussion of purpose(s) shall include a 
description of the use to be made of the 
vehicle or equipment. If use on the pub-
lic roads is an integral part of the pur-
pose for which the vehicle or equip-
ment is imported, the statement shall 
request permission for use on the pub-
lic roads, describing the purpose which 
makes such use necessary, and stating 
the estimated period of time during 
which use of the vehicle or equipment 

on the public roads is necessary. The 
request shall also state the intended 
means of final disposition, and disposi-
tion date, of the vehicle or equipment 
after completion of the purposes for 
which it is imported. The request shall 
be addressed to Director, Office of Ve-
hicle Safety Compliance, West Build-
ing—Fourth Floor, Room W43–481, Mail 
Code NVS–220, 1200 New Jersey Avenue, 
SE., Washington, DC 20590. 

(2) A declaration made pursuant to 
§ 591.5(j)(1)(iii) and (j)(2)(i) shall be ac-
companied by a letter from the Admin-
istrator authorizing importation pur-
suant to § 591.5(j)(1)(iii) and (j)(2)(i). 
Any person seeking to import a motor 
vehicle or motor vehicle equipment 
pursuant to those sections shall sub-
mit, in advance of such importation, a 
written request to the Administrator 
containing a full and complete state-
ment identifying the equipment item 
or the vehicle and its make, model, 
model year or date of manufacture, 
VIN, and mileage at the time the re-
quest is made. The importer’s written 
request to the Administrator shall ex-
plain why the vehicle or equipment 
item is of historical or technological 
interest. The importer shall also pro-
vide a statement that, until the vehicle 
is not less than 25 years old, (s)he shall 
not sell, or transfer possession of, or 
title to, the vehicle, and shall not li-
cense it for use, or operate it on the 
public roads, except under such terms 
and conditions as the Administrator 
may authorize. If the importer wishes 
to operate the vehicle on the public 
roads, the request to the Administrator 
shall include a description of the pur-
poses for which (s)he wishes to use it 
on the public roads, a copy of an insur-
ance policy or a contract to acquire an 
insurance policy, which contains as a 
condition thereof that the vehicle will 
not accumulate mileage of more than 
2,500 miles in any 12-month period and 
a statement that the importer shall 
maintain such policy in effect until the 
vehicle is not less than 25 years old, a 
statement that the importer will allow 
the Administrator to inspect the vehi-
cle at any time after its importation to 
verify that the accumulated mileage of 
the vehicle is not more than 2,500 miles 
in any 12-month period, and a state-
ment that the vehicle will not be used 
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on the public roads unless it is in com-
pliance with the regulations of the En-
vironmental Protection Agency. 

(3) A declaration made pursuant to 
§ 591.5(j)(2)(ii) shall be accompanied by 
the written statement of its importer 
describing the use to be made of the ve-
hicle or equipment item. If use on the 
public roads is an integral part of the 
purpose for which the vehicle or equip-
ment item is imported, the statement 
shall describe the purpose which makes 
such use necessary, state the estimated 
period of time during which use of the 
vehicle or equipment item on the pub-
lic roads is necessary, and state the in-
tended means of final disposition (and 
disposition date) of the vehicle or 
equipment item after completion of the 
purpose for which it is imported. 

(g) A declaration made pursuant to 
§ 591.5(l) shall be accompanied by the 
following documentation: 

(1) A letter from the Administrator 
authorizing importation pursuant to 
§ 591.5(l). A Registered Importer seek-
ing to import a motor vehicle pursuant 
to this section must submit, in advance 
of such importation, a written request 
to the Administrator containing a full 
and complete statement identifying 
the vehicle, its original manufacturer, 
model, model year (if assigned), date of 
manufacture, and VIN. The statement 
must also declare that the specific pur-
pose of importing this vehicle is to pre-
pare a petition to the Administrator 
requesting a determination whether 
the vehicle is eligible for importation 
pursuant to part 593 and that the im-
porter has filed, or intends to file with-
in 180 days of the vehicle’s entry date, 
a petition pursuant to § 593.5. The re-
quest must be addressed to Director, 
Office of Vehicle Safety Compliance, 
Fourth Floor, Room W43–481, Mail Code 
NVS–220, 1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE., 
Washington, DC 20590. 

[54 FR 40078, Sept. 29, 1989, as amended at 55 
FR 3747, Feb. 5, 1990; 55 FR 6994, Feb. 28, 1990; 
55 FR 11379, Mar. 28, 1990; 57 FR 2047, Jan. 17, 
1992; 57 FR 29043, June 30, 1992; 58 FR 12908, 
Mar. 8, 1993; 59 FR 52097, Oct. 14, 1994; 60 FR 
57954, Nov. 24, 1995; 64 FR 37883, July 14, 1999; 
69 FR 52092, Aug. 24, 2004; 76 FR 53078, Aug. 
25, 2011] 

§ 591.7 Restrictions on importations. 

(a) A vehicle or equipment item 
which has entered the United States 
under a declaration made pursuant to 
§ 591.5(j), and for which a Temporary 
Importation Bond has been provided to 
the Secretary of the Treasury, shall 
not remain in the United States for a 
period that exceeds 3 years from its 
date of entry. 

(b) If the importer of a vehicle or 
equipment item under § 591.5(j) does not 
intend to export or destroy the vehicle 
or equipment item not later than 3 
years after the date of entry, and in-
tends to pay duty to the U.S. Customs 
Service on such vehicle or equipment 
item, the importer shall request per-
mission in writing from the Adminis-
trator for the vehicle or equipment 
item to remain in the United States for 
an additional period of time not to ex-
ceed 5 years from the date of entry. 
Such a request must be received not 
later than 60 days before the date that 
is 3 years after the date of entry. Such 
vehicle or equipment item shall not re-
main in the United States for a period 
that exceeds 5 years from the date of 
entry, unless further written permis-
sion has been obtained from the Ad-
ministrator. 

(c) An importer of a vehicle which 
has entered the United States under a 
declaration made pursuant to 
§ 591.5(j)(2)(i) shall not sell, or transfer 
possession of, or title to, the vehicle, 
and shall not license it for use, or oper-
ate it on the public roads, except under 
such terms and conditions as the Ad-
ministrator may authorize in writing. 
An importer of a vehicle which has en-
tered the United States under a dec-
laration made pursuant to 
§ 591.5(j)(2)(ii) shall at all times retain 
title to it. 

(d) Any violation of a term or condi-
tion imposed by the Administrator in a 
letter authorizing importation for on- 
road use under § 591.5(j), or a change of 
status under paragraph (e) of this sec-
tion, including a failure to allow in-
spection upon request to verify that 
the accumulated mileage of the vehicle 
is not more than 2,500 miles in any 12- 
month period, shall be considered a 
violation of 49 U.S.C. 30112(a) for which 
a civil penalty may be imposed. Such a 
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